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CHI 4930 SPECIAL TOPICS 

Writing Women in Chinese Literary Heritage 
University of Florida (Spring 2021) 

[3 credits] <LLC-Chinese> 

Class Number: 11411 / 28716 (online) Section 7A23 / 7B23 (online) 

TIME: M,W,F | Period 7 (1:55 PM - 2:45 PM) 

PLACE: MAT 0013 / online (ZOOM/Canvas) 

Dr. Stephan N. Kory (skory@ufl.edu) 

Office Hours: W, F (3:00-4:00 pm), or by appointment 

 

 
 

Course Description  

This course investigates woman writers and the writing of women in classical Chinese 

literature. Readings include philosophical essays, poems, rhyme-prose, biographies, 

hagiographies, moral lessons, and tales of the strange written by women or featuring 

descriptions of their lives. Special attention will be afforded to ancient through early 

modern female writers and their works, but we will also study and compare literary 

representations of women in Chinese writings from ancient times to the early second 

millennium of the Common Era to help identify continuities and significant changes in 

description over time. Modern academic theories and approaches to the study of literature 

and gender will be actively and critically assessed and applied. All readings are in 

English. No knowledge of Chinese language is required. 
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COURSE DESIGN 

This course will be conducted synchronously using the traditional class setting and the Zoom 

function on our Canvas page. It is designed to re-create our face-to-face lectures and activities 

using a virtual platform and is meant to help foster human connections. Synchronous sessions 

are challenging and depend much on your active participation. To help you get the most out of 

our meetings, they will include lectures, discussions, and social and cooperative learning 

activities. NOTE that ALL sections will be online during the first week of class, as will ALL 

Friday classes.  

 

REQUIREMENTS (I–III) 
 

(I) ATTEND CLASS AND CONTRIBUTE TO CLASS DISCUSSION  

1.  Everyone (both the traditional and virtual classrooms) is expected to attend virtual class in 

person with the video turned on. All students in the traditional classroom must wear a mask 

at all times (along with the instructor/s), and all students in the traditional classroom 

should have a microphone and earphones. For more on class etiquette in a ZOOM setting, 

see the “Netiquette Guide for Online Courses: LLC Edition” file on our Canvas site (Files).  

2.  At least two hours of preparation is required for each “hour” we meet. Much of this time 

should be devoted to reading. Everything but our required texts is accessible online or on 

our CANVAS course page. You will need to consult the readings in class, so please have a 

copy (hard or virtual) for every meeting 

3.  Everyone is expected prepare at least one informed question for each and every reading we 

cover in class. One third of the class will be responsible for submitting questions before class 

on either Mon., Wed., or Fri. There is a sign-up sheet on our Canvas page in Pages. 

4.  Three unexcused absences are allowed. Every unexcused absence after our three ‘freebies’ 

will result in a 40-point reduction from your final point total (/1000). More than six 

unexcused absences will result in automatic withdrawal from the course (or an F). Tardiness 

is discouraged. If you are more than 15 minutes late for class, it is an absence. Excused 

absences must be documented and emergencies should be brought to my attention as soon 

as possible. The University of Florida’s attendance policy may be found at: 

https://catalog.ufl.edu/UGRD/academic-regulations/attendance-policies/#absencestext 

 

(II) REQUIRED TEXTS (2) RECOMMENDED TEXTS (2)          

        Required 

        [1] Cahill, Suzanne Elizabeth. Divine Traces of the Daoist Sisterhood. Magdalna, NM: Three    

          Pines Press, 2006. 

        [2] Wang, Robin. Images of Women in Chinese Thought and Culture: Writings from the Pre-Qin  

        Period through the Song Dynasty. Indianapolis: Hackett Publishing, 2003. 

        Recommended [e-books available through UFL Library and ARES] 

https://catalog.ufl.edu/UGRD/academic-regulations/attendance-policies/#absencestext
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        [1] Kinney, Anne Bahnke. Trans. Exemplary Women of Early Han. New York: Columbia  

        University Press, 2014. 

        [2] Raphals, Lisa. Sharing the Light: Representations of Women and Virtue in Early China.     

                     Albany: State University of New York Press, 1998. 

NOTE that all four texts have been requested for our ARES Library Course Reserves works.  

<https://ares.uflib.ufl.edu/ares/ares.dll?Action=10&Form=60&Value=21874>. Three of the 

texts above (all but the Robin Wang text) are available through Course Reserves.   

 

(III) COMPLETE ALL GRADED WORK ( /1000 points) 
         All graded work will be submitted to and graded in Canvas.  

[1]  100 points Five Reading Quizzes  

[2] 100 points Weekly Question Submissions (Weeks 4-13)  

[3]  150 points Two-Page Review of a Selected Article (Goldin’s Bibliography)     

[4]  150 points Five-Paragraph Comparative Paper (A Touch of Zen) 

[5]  100 points  Topic of Interest Paper Title, Thesis, and Annotated Bibliography    

[6]  100 points Topic of Interest Paper Presentation     

[7]  300 points  Ten-Page Topic of Interest Paper      

 

[1] Five Reading Quizzes (100 points)  

A total of five reading quizzes will be administered in class. These quizzes are meant to keep 

you on track with your weekly readings. They are cumulative and include the reading/s for the 

day they are held and all of the readings before the last quiz. Quizzes cannot be made up unless 

there is pre-arranged excuse or in the case of a documented illness.  

 

[2] Weekly Question Submissions (100 points) 

Before each class meeting, all students should formulate one specific question regarding each 

assigned reading. To help keep everyone on track, one third of the class will formally submit 

questions to Assignments/Postings on Canvas at least FIVE hours before meetings (by 9:00 am) 

on either Mondays, Wednesdays, or Fridays from Week 4 through Week 13 (10 submissions). A 

sign-up sheet is posted on our Canvas site (Pages).   

 

[3] Two-Page Critical Review of a Selected Article (150 points) [due 1/25] 

      [A] Select an article from Goldin’s “Bibliography Gender and Sexuality in Pre-Modern 

China”<https://www.academia.edu/37490644/Gender_and_Sexuality_in_Pre_Modern_China

_Bibliography_of_Materials_in_Western_Languages>.  

      [B] Claim it by recording your name and the title of the article (no books!) on our sign-up 

sheet (Canvas/Pages).  

      [C] Read the article, then review it. Answer the following questions in your review: What is 

the topic? What is the thesis? How is the thesis defended? How effective is the thesis and 

defense? What does the article do well? What does it not do well? Is the article worth obtaining 

https://ares.uflib.ufl.edu/ares/ares.dll?Action=10&Form=60&Value=21874
https://www.academia.edu/37490644/Gender_and_Sexuality_in_Pre_Modern_China_Bibliography_of_Materials_in_Western_Languages
https://www.academia.edu/37490644/Gender_and_Sexuality_in_Pre_Modern_China_Bibliography_of_Materials_in_Western_Languages
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or reading? Why or why not? While a minimal description of the article is necessary, keep in 

mind that this is a critical review rather than an exercise in description. Due Class 6 [1/25]). NO 

more than TWO pages (double spaced). Like your comparative essay and the topic of interest 

paper, this review will be graded according to the following five criteria: [1] Thesis/Argument 

(20%), [2] Organization/ Coherence (20%), [3] Effectiveness/Defense (20%), [4] Style (20%), and 

[5] Grammar (20%). <see Paper Grading Rubric in “Files”>.  

 

[4] Five-Paragraph Comparative Paper (100 points) [due 3/1]   

Watch King Hu’s A Touch of Zen (1971). Set in the Ming Dynasty (1368-1644), loosely based on a 

short story written in around 1700, and produced in Taiwan in the early 1970s, the film’s 

heroine differs greatly from the images of women we have seen in early Chinese texts. Or does 

she? Select an early image of women (or two, or three, or more) we’ve encountered in class and 

compare them to Yang Huizhen 楊惠貞 (played by Hsu Feng) as she is portrayed in the film.   

 

[5] Topic of Interest Paper Title, Thesis, and Bibliography (100 points) [due 4/9]   

Based on your preliminary research, clearly and concisely articulate a working title and thesis 

for your paper. Then, compile a bibliography of at least eight peer-reviewed academic sources. List 

them in alphabetical order based on the author’s last name. Non-peer-reviewed sources are 

unacceptable and at least one reference should be a primary source in translation. Briefly annotate 

each source (i.e., sum up the work [topic; thesis; defense]) and explain how you plan to use it in 

a few sentences). No more than two double-spaced pages will be graded.  

 

[6] Topic of Interest Paper Presentation (100 points)     

Submit a rearticulation of the working title and thesis of the paper. Only the title and the thesis! 

Due Class 41 (4/16). AND, present the paper in a conference-like setting (~10 minutes).  

 

[7] Ten-Page Topic of Interest Paper (300 points) [due 4/29, noon]     

Look over the whole syllabus and the topics and works in Wang’s Images of Women in Chinese 

Thought and Culture very carefully before you choose a potential topic. Don’t be afraid to leap 

into the unfamiliar, uncomfortable, or unknown, but try to explore potential topics and 

questions as much as you can before your initial title-thesis proposal. The Topic of Interest 

Paper should feature at least one primary literary work in translation. It should critically 

examine pertinent secondary scholarship and should strike a balance between information and 

interpretation. You must articulate a clear thesis, defend that thesis, and conclude. In our 

course, a thesis includes both a concisely articulated question, argument, or insight; and a concisely 

articulated plan for how you will answer the question, defend the argument, or illustrate the insight. For 

example, “Blueberries are the best fruit. I will use medical research, social surveys, and sales 

statistics to defend this claim.” Or, “The present study critically investigates and compares 

medical studies, social surveys, and sales statistics to argue that blueberries are the best fruit.” 

Once again, an argument plus a plan. Your paper should perfectly reflect this plan and should 
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end with a conclusion. Be conservative and conformist in presentation, but bold and critical in 

content. The topic of interest paper must be at least TEN double-spaced pages (including a 

bibliography). Additional details on formatting and citation methods can be found on our 

Canvas course page under “Files” (Chinese Studies Style Guide).  

 

Grading Scale 

A = 93+           A- = 90–92.9 B+ = 87–89.9 B = 83–86.9 B- = 80–82.9 C+ = 77–79.9  

C = 73–76.9.    C- = 70–72.9 D+ = 67–69.9 D = 63–66.9 D- = 60–62.9 E = 0–59.9 

For information on the university’s grading policies, see: https://catalog.ufl.edu/UGRD/academic-

regulations/grades-grading-policies/#gradestext 
Late work will receive a 10% deduction per 24-hour period that passes until it is submitted.  

 

GENERAL COURSE OVERVIEW (CLASS 1- CLASS 43) 

 
M 1/11  Class 1: Introductions F 3/5 Class 23: Wei, Jin, North/South Miscellenea 

W 1/13 Class 2: Western Literary Theory M 3/8 Class 24: Real Miracles and Fictional Love 

F 1/15  Class 3: Gender in Traditional China W 3/10 Class 25: Early Medieval Poetry 

W 1/20 Class 4: Overview  F 3/12 Class 26: Women in Medieval Buddhism 

F 1/22 Class 5: Shang and W. Zhou Images M 3/15 Class 27: Women in Medieval Buddhism 

M 1/25 Class 6: 2-Page Article Review (from Biblio.) W 3/17 Class 28: A Survey of Tang Images  

W 1/27 Class 7: Early Poetic Images  F 3/19 Class 29: A Survey of Tang Images  

F 1/29 Class 8: E. Zhou Images M 3/22 Class 30: Wu Zhao                           

M 2/1 Class 9: E. Zhou Images W 3/24 Class 31: Wu Zhao [NO CLASS DAY]       

W 2/3 Class 10: Gendered Cosmos F 3/26 Class 32: Lasting Images        Topic and Thesis 

F 2/5 Class 11: Gendered Bodies M 3/29 Class 33: Tang Lessons on Female Virtues  

M 2/8 Class 12: Gendered Bodies II W 3/31 Class 34: Women in Daoist Traditions 

W 2/10 Class 13: Gendered Society  F 4/2 Class 35: The Daoist Sisterhood 

F 2/12 Class 14: Han Images M 4/5 Class 36: The Daoist Sisterhood  

M 2/15 Class 15: Mawangdui and Lady Dai W 4/7 Class 37: The Daoist Sisterhood 

W 2/17 Class 16: Mawangdui and Sexuality F 4/9 Class 38: Film Day Title, Thesis, Annt. Biblio. 

F 2/19 Class 17: Liu Xiang’s Exemplary Women  M 4/12 Class 39: Li Qingzhao  

M 2/22 Class 18: Exemplary Women & Wu Liang Shrine W 4/14 Class 40: Li Qingzhao  

W 2/24 Class 19: Liu Xiang’s Exemplary Women  F 4/16 Class 41: Conference       Title, Thesis, Outline 

F 2/26 Class 20: Liu Xiang’s Exemplary Women  M 4/19 Class 42: Conference 

M 3/1 Class 21: Film Day.  5-Paragraph Comp. Essay W 4/21 Class 43: Parting Images 

W 3/3 Class 22: Ban Zhao and Her Lessons Final 10-page Paper Due 4/29 (noon) 

 
WEEKLY COURSE OVERVIEW (WEEK 1- WEEK 15) 
 

WEEK 1: Introductions, Literary Theory, Gender WEEK 9: Poetry & Women in Chinese Buddhism 

WEEK 2: Overview and the Earliest Images WEEK 10: Tang Images 

WEEK 3: Eastern Zhou Images WEEK 11: Wu Zhao and Tang Images 

WEEK 4: Gendered Cosmos WEEK 12: Tang Lessons and Women in Daoism 

WEEK 5: Gendered Society and Early Han Images WEEK 13: The Daoist Sisterhood and Film Day 

WEEK 6: Mid-Han Images  WEEK 14: Li Qingzhao and Class Conference  

WEEK 7: Liu Xiang’s Traditions  WEEK 15: Class Conference and Parting Images 

WEEK 8: Ban Zhao’s Lessons and Medieval Images  

https://catalog.ufl.edu/UGRD/academic-regulations/grades-grading-policies/#gradestext
https://catalog.ufl.edu/UGRD/academic-regulations/grades-grading-policies/#gradestext
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COURSE SCHEDULE 
 

WEEK 1:          Introductions, Literary Theory, and Gender 

 

M 1/11  Class 1: Introductions (ALL online) 

  [1] Syllabus, Style Guide, and Canvas Site 

[2] Krystal, “What Is Literature?” <http://harpers.org/archive/2014/03/what-is-literature/>.   

[3] Wang, ed. Images of Women, ix-xiv. <text> 

[4] Raphals, Sharing the Light, “Table of Contents,” 1-9. <library Ebook and ARES> 

[5] Jung-Palandri, “Gender and Sexism in Chinese Language and Lit.,” 167-170.   

 

W 1/13  Class 2 : Western Literary Theory (ALL online) 

[1] Brewton, “Literary Theory” <https://www.iep.utm.edu/literary/#H9>. 

[2] Foucault, The History of Sexuality, 1-13.  

[3] Gutting and Oksala, “Michel Foucault.”    

     <https://plato.stanford.edu/archives/spr2019/entries/foucault/>.  

      (only [1] Biographical Sketch, [2] Intellectual Background, [3.5] History of  

       Modern Sexuality, and [3.6] Sex in the Ancient World). 

 

F 1/15  Class 3 : Gender in Traditional China (ALL online) 

[1] Shen and D’Ambrosio, “Gender in Chinese Philosophy,”     

      <https://iep.utm.edu/gender-c/>.  

  [2] Jia, Kang, and Yao (eds.), Gendering Chinese Religion, 1-24. 

 

WEEK 2:          Overview and the Earliest Images 

 

M 1/18  NO CLASS 

 

W 1/20  Class 4 : Overview 

[1] Hou, “Women’s Literature,” 175-92. 

[2] Kinney, “Women in Early China,” 373-388. 

 

F 1/22  Class 5 : Shang and W. Zhou Images (ALL online) 

  [1] Wang, ed. Images of Women, 2-3, 25-60. 

 

WEEK 3:          Eastern Zhou Images 

 

M 1/25  Class 6 : Two-Page Article Review DUE 

[1] Read through Goldin’s bibliography. Choose one article, find it, and review it. 

<https://www.academia.edu/37490644/Gender_and_Sexuality_in_Pre_Modern_China_Biblio

graphy_of_Materials_in_Western_Languages>  

http://harpers.org/archive/2014/03/what-is-literature/
https://www.iep.utm.edu/literary/#H9
https://plato.stanford.edu/archives/spr2019/entries/foucault/
https://iep.utm.edu/gender-c/
https://www.academia.edu/37490644/Gender_and_Sexuality_in_Pre_Modern_China_Bibliography_of_Materials_in_Western_Languages
https://www.academia.edu/37490644/Gender_and_Sexuality_in_Pre_Modern_China_Bibliography_of_Materials_in_Western_Languages
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Answer the following questions in your review: [1] What is the topic? [2] What is the 

thesis? [3] How is the thesis defended? [4] How effective is the thesis and defense? 

What does the article do well? What does it not do well? [5] Is the book or article 

worth obtaining or reading? Why or why not? Limit yourself to two pages (dbl-sp).   

 

W 1/27  Class 7 : Early Poetic Images  

[1] Wang, ed. Images of Women, 4-24, 132-134. 

  [2] Farman, Jade Mirror, 17-33.   

 

F 1/29  Class 8 : E. Zhou Images (ALL online) 

  [1] Wang, ed. Images of Women, 61-95. 

 

WEEK 4:          Gendered Cosmos 

 

M 2/1  Class 9 : E. Zhou Images 

  [1] Wang, ed. Images of Women, 96-131. 

 

W 2/3  Class 10: Gendered Cosmos 

  [1] Raphals, Sharing the Light, 139-168. 

  

F 2/5  Class 11: Gendered Bodies (ALL online) 

  [1] Raphals, Sharing the Light, 169-193. 

  [2] Yates, “Medicine for Women in Early China,” 127-139.  

 

WEEK 5:          Gendered Society and Early Han Images 

 

M 2/8  Class 12: Gendered Bodies II 

[1] Yates, “Medicine for Women in Early China,” 140-181.  

 

W 2/10  Class 13: Gendered Society 

[1] Raphals, Sharing the Light, 195-234. 

 

F 2/12  Class 14: Han Images (ALL online) 

  [1] Wang, ed. Images of Women, 135-148, 162-176, 188-194. 

 

WEEK 6:          Mid-Han Images  

 

M 2/15  Class 15: Mawangdui and Lady Dai 

[1] Loewe, Ways to Paradise, 17-59. 
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W 2/17  Class 16: Mawangdui and Sexuality 

[1] Harper, “Ancient and Medieval Chinese Recipes,” 91-100. 

[2] Raphals, “The Treatment of Women,” 7-28. 

 

F 2/19  Class 17: Liu Xiang’s Traditions of Exemplary Women (ALL online) 

[1] Kinney, Exemplary Women of Early Han, xv-xxi, xxiv-xxxi, xxxvi-xlvii, 1-20. 

 

WEEK 7:          Liu Xiang’s Traditions of Exemplary Women  

 

M 2/22  Class 18: Liu Xiang’s Traditions of Exemplary Women & the Wu Liang Shrine 

[1] Wu, The Wu Liang Shrine, xxi-xxiii, 170-180, 252-272.  

 

W 2/24  Class 19: Liu Xiang’s Traditions of Exemplary Women  

[1] Kinney, Exemplary Women of Early Han, 25-26, 99-100, 95-96, 78-79, 103-104, 97-     

      99, 107-108, 124-128 (2.1, 5.9, 5.6, 4.10, 5.12, 5.8, 5.15, 6.10).  

 

F 2/26  Class 20: Liu Xiang’s Traditions of Exemplary Women (ALL online) 

[1] Raphals, Sharing the Light, 27-50. 

[2] Kinney, Exemplary Women of Early Han, 27-30, 36-37, 40-41, 45-52. 109-116, 135-    

      141. 

 

WEEK 8:          Ban Zhao’s Lessons and Early Medieval Images 

 

M 3/1  Class 21: Interlude (Film and Comparative Paper) 

  Read: Pu, Strange Tales from a Chinese Studio, 108-110. 

Watch: King Hu, A Touch of Zen (The Gallant Lady) (1971, 180 min.).  

Five-Paragraph Comparative Paper DUE 

 

W 3/3  Class 22: Ban Zhao and Her Lessons 

[1] Wang, ed. Images of Women, 177-188. 

[2] Raphals, Sharing the Light, 235-258. 

 

F 3/5  Class 23: Wei, Jin, North/South Miscellenea (ALL online) 

[1] Wang, ed. Images of Women, 207-228, 245-264. 

 

WEEK 9:          Poetry and Women in Chinese Buddhism 

 

M 3/8  Class 24: Real Miracles and Fictional Love 

[1] Wang, ed. Images of Women, 196-206. 

  [2] Hsieh, Love and Women in Early Chinese Fiction, 1-32. (mid-Tang) 

 

 

https://uf.catalog.fcla.edu/uf.jsp?st=A+Touch+of+Zen+&ix=ti&fl=bo&V=D&S=0161571408757025&I=0#top
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W 3/10  Class 25: Early Medieval Poetry 

[1] Wang, ed. Images of Women, 229-244. 

[2] Chang and Saussi, Women Writers of Traditional China, 22-45. 

 

F 3/12  Class 26: Women in Medieval Chinese Buddhism (ALL online) 

[1] Wang, ed. Images of Women, 265-298. 

 

WEEK 10:        Tang Images 

 

M 3/15  Class 27: Women in Medieval Chinese Buddhism II 

[1] Schuster, “Striking a Balance,” 87-103. 

[2] Tsai, Lives of the Nuns, 1–19, 36–38, 67–68, 87–91. [Library E-book] 

 

W 3/17  Class 28: A Survey of Tang Images  

  [1] Wang, ed. Images of Women, 299-315, 327-345. 

 

F 3/19  Class 29: A Second Survey of Tang Images (ALL online) 

[1] Yao, “Women in Portraits,” 157-83. 

[2] Schafer, The Divine Woman, 1-5, 104-114. 

 

WEEK 11:        Wu Zhao and Tang Images 

 

M 3/22  Class 30: Wu Zhao 

Watch: The Only Empress Of China: Wu Zetian, Timeline (2019) 

<https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aeZ7esmQcm4> (accessed 12/14/20). 

[1] Chang, Saussy, and Kwong, Women Writers of Traditional China, 47-51, 669-671. 

[2] Idema and Grant, The Red Brush, 61-72.  

 

W 3/24  Class 31 (NO class): Wu Zhao   

<THIS is an at-home reading/research/recharge day.> 

[1] Farman, Jade Mirror, 67-84.  

[2] Jay, “Imagining Matriarchy,” 220-229. 

 

F 3/26 Class 32: A Trinity of Lasting Images (ALL online) 

[1] Wang, ed. Images of Women, 391-413, 421-431.  

Topic and Thesis DUE (oral; in class) 

 

WEEK 12:        Tang Lessons and Women in Daoism 

 

M 3/29  Class 33: Tang Lessons on Female Virtues  

[1] Wang, ed. Images of Women, 372-390; 414-418, 437-446. 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aeZ7esmQcm4
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W 3/31  Class 34: Women in Daoist Traditions 

  [1] Despeux, “Women in Daoism,” 384-407. 

  [2] Despeux and Kohn, Women in Daoism, 177-220. 

 

F 4/2  Class 35: The Daoist Sisterhood (ALL online) 

  [1] Despeux and Kohn, Women in Daoism, 221-243. 

[2] Cahill, Divine Traces of the Daoist Sisterhood, 27-40. 

 

WEEK 13:        The Daoist Sisterhood 

 

M 4/5  Class 36: The Daoist Sisterhood  

[1] Cahill, Divine Traces of the Daoist Sisterhood, 1-20, 43-69. 

 

W 4/7  Class 37: The Daoist Sisterhood 

[1] Cahill, Divine Traces of the Daoist Sisterhood, 70-90, 93-100, 103-118. 

 

F 4/9  Class 38: The Daoist Sisterhood (ALL online) 

[1] Cahill, Divine Traces of the Daoist Sisterhood, 119-134, 176-193. 

Title, Thesis, and Annotated Bibliography DUE 

 

WEEK 14:        Li Qingzhao and Class Conference  

 

M 4/12  Class 39: Li Qingzhao 

[1] Wang, ed. Images of Women. 435-436. 

[2] Idema and Grant, The Red Brush, 204-216.  

[3] Egan, The Burden of Female Talent, TBD. 

 

W 4/14  Class 40: Li Qingzhao 

[1] Wixted, “The Poetry of Li Ch’ing-chao,” 145-168. 

[2] Chang, Saussy, and Kwong, Women Writers of Traditional China, 89-99. 

 

F 4/16  Class 41: Conference (ALL online) 

  Title, Thesis, and Presentation DUE  

 

WEEK 15:        Parting Images and Evaluations 

 

M 4/19  Class 42: Conference 

 

W 4/21  Class 43: Parting Images [Chen Xiangmei] 

 

 

Final 10-page Paper due Thursday, April 29, noon.  
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Course Learning Outcomes 
 
By the completion of this course, a student will be able to… 

● locate and analyze primary Chinese sources in translation (ancient and medieval) 
● critically access and negotiate secondary studies on Chinese literature  
● become acquainted with premodern Chinese women writers and their works 
● analyze how women are represented, interpreted, or valued in premodern China 
● describe the diversity and complexity of traditional Chinese literature  
● introduce, assess, and apply modern literary and gender theories 
● develop critical thinking skills and problem-solving techniques 
● make connections across disciplines and/or relevant experiences  
● access and use academic information and data ethically and legally 
● evaluate the relevance, quality, and appropriateness of different sources of information 
● develop, discuss, and defend a thesis 
● properly format a paper according to a well-defined style guide   

All of these outcomes will be assessed in graded assignments (see 1–7 above). 
 
Links and Policies 
 
Academic Honesty 
UF’s academic honesty policy prohibits “cheating, plagiarism, misrepresentation, bribery, 
conspiracy, and fabrication.” UF’s Honesty Guidelines and Honor Code may be accessed at 
http://www.dso.ufl.edu/sccr/currentstudents.php. Any violation of the Honor Code in any 
assignment for this course will be prosecuted according to UF policy, which may include failing 
the class or expulsion (see paragraph IX of the Student Conduct Code). For more information 
regarding the Student Honor Code, please see: https://sccr.dso.ufl.edu/process/student-
conduct-code/ 
 
Privacy and Accessibility 
See https://privacy.ufl.edu/privacy/studentfaculty/ for more on privacy issues. 
 
Late Work and Extensions  
Late work will result in a deduction of 10% each day it is late. Extensions only granted for 
excused absences or dire circumstances like personal or family emergencies.  
 
Evaluation/Feedback 
“Students are expected to provide professional and respectful feedback on the quality of 
instruction in this course by completing course evaluations online via GatorEvals. Guidance on 
how to give feedback in a professional and respectful manner is available at 
https://gatorevals.aa.ufl.edu/students/. Students will be notified when the evaluation period 
opens, and can complete evaluations through the email they receive from GatorEvals, in their 
Canvas course menu under GatorEvals, or via https://ufl.bluera.com/ufl/. Summaries of 
course evaluation results are available to students at https://gatorevals.aa.ufl.edu/public-results/.” 
 
Policy for Requesting a Letter of Recommendation  
I only write letters of recommendation for students who have finished at least one course with me 
and have consistently maintained a B or higher average. If you would like to request a letter, 
please download, print, and fill out the Release for Letter of Recommendation from the 

http://www.dso.ufl.edu/sccr/currentstudents.php
https://sccr.dso.ufl.edu/process/student-conduct-code/
https://sccr.dso.ufl.edu/process/student-conduct-code/
https://privacy.ufl.edu/privacy/studentfaculty/
https://gatorevals.aa.ufl.edu/students/
https://ufl.bluera.com/ufl/
https://gatorevals.aa.ufl.edu/public-results/
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following link: https://registrar.ufl.edu/pdf/ferparelease.pdf. This is a university-wide 
requirement. You should give me at least three weeks to write the letter, so plan early. 
 
Counseling Services 
Students experiencing crises or personal problems that interfere with their general well-being 
are encouraged to utilize the university’s counseling resources. The Counseling & Wellness 
Center provides confidential counseling services at no cost for currently enrolled students. 
Resources are available on campus for students having personal problems or lacking clear 
career or academic goals, which interfere with their academic performance. See: 
<www.counseling.ufl.edu/cwc/>. 
 
Writing Studio 
The writing studio is committed to helping University of Florida students meet their academic 
and professional goals by becoming better writers. Visit the writing studio online at 
https://writing.ufl.edu/writing-studio/or in 2215 Turlington Hall for one-on-one consultations 
and workshops. 
 
Disability Resources 
Students with disabilities who experience learning barriers and would like to request academic 
accommodations should connect with the Disability Resource Center by visiting our Get Started 
page. It is important for students to share their accommodation letter with their instructor and 
discuss their access needs, as early as possible in the semester. This includes registering 
disabilities, recommending academic accommodations within the classroom, accessing special 
adaptive computer equipment, providing interpretation services and mediating faculty-student 
disability related issues. Students requesting classroom accommodation must first register with 
the Dean of Students Office. The Dean of Students Office will provide documentation to the 
student who must then provide this documentation to the Instructor when requesting 
accommodation <0001 Reid Hall, 352-392-8565> https://disability.ufl.edu 
<https://disability.ufl.edu/services/accommodations/accommodation-letters/> 
 
Other Resources Available for Students 
 
WRITING STUDIO: The writing studio is committed to helping University of Florida students 
meet their academic and professional goals by becoming better writers. Visit the writing studio 
online at https://writing.ufl.edu/writing-studio/or in 2215 Turlington Hall for one-on-one 
consultations and workshops. 
 
ACADEMIC RESOURCES 
- E-lrnng tech. support: Learningsupport@ufl.edu; https://lss.at.ufl.edu/help.shtml; 352-392-4357 (opt. 2) 
- Career Resource Center: Reitz Union; http://www.crc.ufl.edu/ ; 392-1601 
- Library Support: http://cms.uflib.ufl.edu/ask  
- Teaching Center: Broward Hall; 392-2010 or 392-6420 
- Writing Studio: 302 Tigert Hall; http://writing.ufl.edu/writing-studio/ ; 846-1138 
 
HEALTH AND WELLNESS - U Matter, We Care: umatter@ufl.edu; 392-1575 
- Counseling and Wellness Center: https://counseling.ufl.edu/about/; 392-1575 
- Sexual Assault Recovery Services (SARS): Student Health Care Center; 392-1161 
- University Police Department: http://www.police.ufl.edu/ ; 392-1111 (911 for emergencies) 

https://registrar.ufl.edu/pdf/ferparelease.pdf
http://www.counseling.ufl.edu/cwc/
https://writing.ufl.edu/writing-studio/
https://disability.ufl.edu/students/get-started
https://disability.ufl.edu/students/get-started
https://disability.ufl.edu/
https://disability.ufl.edu/services/accommodations/accommodation-letters/
https://writing.ufl.edu/writing-studio/
mailto:Learningsupport@ufl.edu
https://lss.at.ufl.edu/help.shtml
https://lss.at.ufl.edu/help.shtml
https://lss.at.ufl.edu/help.shtml
http://www.crc.ufl.edu/
http://www.crc.ufl.edu/
http://cms.uflib.ufl.edu/ask
http://cms.uflib.ufl.edu/ask
http://writing.ufl.edu/writing-studio/
http://writing.ufl.edu/writing-studio/
https://counseling.ufl.edu/about/
http://www.police.ufl.edu/
http://www.police.ufl.edu/
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“CLASSIFIED” COURSE BIBLIOGRAPHY 
 
Class 1  Introductions 
 
Krystal, Arthur (2014). “What Is Literature?” Harpers Magazine, March <http://harpers.org/archive/2014/03/what-

is-literature/> (accessed 7/16/20). 

Palandri, Andrea Jung (1991). “Gender and Sexism in Chinese Language and Literature.” Schriftfestschrift: Essays on 

Writing and Language in Honor of John DeFrancis on His Eightieth Birthday. Ed. Victor H. Mair. Sino-Platonic 

Papers 27: 167-70. 

Raphals, Lisa Ann (1998). Sharing the Light: Representations of Women and Virtue in Early China. Albany, N.Y.: State 

University of New York Press. 

Wang, Robin (2003). Ed. Images of Women in Chinese Thought and Culture: Writings from the Pre-Qin Period Through the 

Song Dynasty. Indianapolis: Hackett Pub. Co. 

 
Class 2  Western Literary Theory 
 
Brewton, Vince. “Literary Theory.” Internet Encyclopedia of China <https://www.iep.utm.edu/literary/#H9> 

(accessed 10/13/20). 

Foucault, Michel (1978-1986). The History of Sexuality, trans. Robert Hurley. 3 vols. New York: Pantheon 

Books/Random House.  

Gutting, Gary and Johanna Oksala. “Michel Foucault.” Stanford Encyclopedia of Philosophy 

<https://plato.stanford.edu/archives/spr2019/entries/foucault/> (accessed 10/13/20). 

Shusterman, Richard (2018). “Sex and Somaesthetics: Appreciating the Chinese Difference.” Appreciating the Chinese 

Difference: Engaging Roger T. Ames on Methods, Issues, and Roles. Ed. Jim Behuniak. Albany: SUNY Series in 

Chinese Philosophy and Culture. 91-110. 

 
Class 3  Gender in Traditional China 
 
Shen, Lijuan and Paul D’Ambrosio. “Gender in Chinese Philosophy.” Internet Encyclopedia of China 

<https://iep.utm.edu/gender-c/> (accessed 10/13/20). 

Jia, Jinhua, Xiaofei Kang, and Ping Yao. Eds. Gendering Chinese Religion: Subject, Identity, and Body. Albany, NY: SUNY 

Press, 2014. 

 
Class 4  Overview 
 
Burton-Rose, Daniel (2012). “Gendered Androgyny: Transcendent Ideals and Profane Realities in Buddhism, 

Classicism, and Daoism.” In Chiang, ed. (2012), 67-95. 

Chiang, Howard, ed. (2018). Sexuality in China: Histories of Power and Pleasure. Seattle: University of Washington Press. 

[Goldin Chap. 1]  

Ebrey, Patricia Buckley (1990). “Women, Marriage, and the Family in Chinese History.” The Heritage of China. Ed. 

Paul S. Ropp. Berkeley: University of California Press. 197-223. 

Ebrey, Patricia Buckley (2002). Women and the Family in Chinese History. Critical Asian Scholarship. London and New 

York: Routledge. 

Garrett, Mary M. (2002). “Women and the Rhetorical Tradition in Premodern China: A Preliminary Sketch.” Chinese 

Communication Studies: Contexts and Comparisons. Ed. Xing Lu et al. Advances in Communication and 

Culture. Westport, Conn., and London: Ablex. 87-100. 

Goldin, Paul Rakita (2002). The Culture of Sex in Ancient China. Honolulu: University of Hawaii Press. <2 Women and 

Sex Roles (pp. 48-74)> 

Hinsch, Bret (1995). “Harmony (he) and Gender in Early Chinese Thought.” Journal of Chinese Philosophy 22.2: 109-28. 

Hou, Sharon Shih-jiuan (1986). “Women’s Literature.” The Indiana Companion to Traditional Chinese Literature. Ed. 

William H. Nienhauser, Jr. Bloomington: Indiana University Press. 175-94. 

http://harpers.org/archive/2014/03/what-is-literature/
http://harpers.org/archive/2014/03/what-is-literature/
https://www.iep.utm.edu/literary/#H9
https://plato.stanford.edu/archives/spr2019/entries/foucault/
https://iep.utm.edu/gender-c/
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Huang, C. Julia, et al. (2011). “Gender and Sexuality.” Chinese Religious Life. Ed. David A. Palmer et al. Oxford: Oxford 

University Press. 107-23. 

Huang, Debby Chih-yen, and Paul R. Goldin (2018). “Polygyny and Its Discontents: A Key to Understanding 

Traditional Chinese Society.” In Chiang, ed. (2018), 16-33. 

Kinney, Anne Behnke (1999). “Women in Ancient China.” Women’s Roles in Ancient Civilizations: A Research Guide. Ed. 

Bella Vivante. Westport, Conn.: Greenwood. 

Kinney, Anne Behnke (2018). “Women in Early China: Views from the Archaeological Record.” Routledge Handbook of 

Early Chinese History. Ed. Paul R. Goldin. London and New York. 373-3. 

Li, Wai-yee (1991). “The Feminine Turn of Rhetoric in Chinese Literature.” International Journal of Social Education 6: 

17-41. 

Linduff, Katheryn M., and Yan Sun, eds. (2004). Gender and Chinese Archaeology. Gender and Archaeology Series 8. 

Walnut Creek, Calif.: Rowman & Littlefield, Altamira. 

Martin-Liao, Tienchi (1985). “Traditional Handbooks of Women’s Education.” In Gerstlacher et al. (1985), 165-89. 

Mou, Sherry J. (2002). Gentlemen’s Prescriptions for Women’s Lives: A Thousand Years of Biographies of Chinese Women. 

Eastgate. Armonk, N.Y.: M.E. Sharpe. 

Mou, Sherry J., ed. (1999). Presence and Presentation: Women in the Chinese Literati Tradition. The New Middle Ages 4. 

New York: St. Martin’s. 

Nyitray, Vivian-Lee (2003-04). “Treacherous Terrain: Mapping Feminine Spirituality in Confucian Worlds.” Confucian 

Spirituality. Ed. Tu Weiming and Mary Evelyn Tucker. New York: Crossroad. II, 463-79. 

Overmyer, Daniel L. (1991). “Women in Chinese Religions: Submission, Struggle, Transcendence.” From Benares to 

Beijing: Essays on Buddhism and Chinese Religions in Honour of Prof. Jan Yün-hua. Ed. Koichi Shinohara and 

Gregory Schopen. Oakville, Ont.: Mosaic. 91-120. 

Paper, Jordan (1997). “Female Rituals and Female Priestly Roles in Traditional Chinese Religion.” Canadian Woman 

Studies/Les Cahiers de la Femme 17.1: 96-99. 

Paper, Jordan [et al.] (1997). Through the Earth Darkly: Female Spirituality in Comparative Perspective. New York: 

Continuum. 

Pfister, Rudolf (2012). “Gendering Sexual Pleasures in Early and Medieval China.” Asian Medicine 7.1: 34-64. 

Raphals, Lisa [A.] (2012). “How the History of Women in Early China Intersects with the History of Science in Early 

China.” In Ho (2012), 35-59. 

Rosenlee, Li-Hsiang Lisa (2010). “A Feminist Appropriation of Confucianism.” Confucianism in Context: Classic 

Philosophy and Contemporary Issues, East Asia and Beyond. Ed. Wonsuk Chang and Leah Kalmanson. SUNY 

Series in Chinese Philosophy and Culture. Albany. 175-90. 

Rowe, Sharon, and James D. Sellmann (2000). “Ecological Feminism and Daoism.” Asian Culture Quarterly 28.4: 11-26. 

Ruan, Fang-fu (1991). Sex in China: Studies in Sexology in Chinese Culture. Perspectives in Sexuality: Behavior, Research, 

and Therapy. New York and London: Plenum. 

Woo, Terry [Tak-ling] (1999). “Confucianism and Feminism.” In Sharma and Young (1999), 110-47. 

Woo, Terry Tak-ling (2016). “Discourses on Women from the Classical Period to the Song: An Integrated Approach.” 

In Pang-White, ed. (2016), 37-68. 

Yates, Robin D.S. (2011). “Soldiers, Scribes, and Women: Literacy among the Lower Orders in Early China.” In Li and 

Branner (2011), 339-69. 

Zurndorfer, Harriet [T.] (2016). “Polygamy and Masculinity in China: Past and Present.” In Louie (2016), 13-33. 

Zurndorfer, Harriet T., ed. (1999). Chinese Women in the Imperial Past: New Perspectives. Sinica Leidensia 44. Leiden: 

Brill. 

 
Class 6  Shang and W. Zhou Images 
 

Cai Junsheng (1995). “Myth and Reality: The Projection of Gender Relations in Prehistoric Times.” In Min (1995), 34-

90. 

Du Fangqin (1995). “The Rise and Fall of the Zhou Rites: A Rational Foundation for the Gender Relationship Model.” 

In Min (1995), 169-225. 

Du Jinpeng (1995). “The Social Relationships of Men and Women in the Xia-Shang Era.” In Min (1995), 127-68. 

Erkes, Eduard (1931). “Some Remarks on Karlgren’s ‘Fecundity Symbols in Ancient China.’” Bulletin of the Museum of 

Far Eastern Antiquities 3: 63-68. 
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Jiao Tianlong (1995). “Gender Relations in Prehistoric Chinese Society: Archaeological Discoveries.” In Min (1995), 

91-126. 

Jiao, Tianlong (2001). “Gender Studies in Chinese Neolithic Archaeology.” Gender and the Archaeology of Death. Ed. 

Bettina Arnold and Nancy L. Wicker. Gender and Archaeology Series 2. Walnut Creek, Calif.: Rowman & 

Littlefield, Altamira. 51-62. 

Keightley, David N. (1999). “At the Beginning: The Status of Women in Neolithic and Shang China.” Nan Nü 1.1: 1-

63. 

Lai, Whalen (2004). “The Earth Mother Scripture: Unmasking the Neo-Archaic.” Beyond Primitivism: Indigenous 

Religious Traditions and Modernity. Ed. Jacob K. Olupona. New York and London: Routledge. 200-13. 

Li, Chenyang, ed. (2000). The Sage and the Second Sex: Confucianism, Ethics, and Gender. Chicago and La Salle, Ill.: Open 

Court. 

Lian, Arlen (2008). “The shesheng Adjustments to the Rites in Early China.” Journal of the American Oriental Society 

128.4: 723-35. 

Linduff, Katheryn [M.] (2002). “Women’s Lives Memorialized in Burial in Ancient China at Anyang.” In Nelson and 

Ayalon (2002), 257-88. 

Schwermann, Christian, and Wang Ping (2015). “Female Human Sacrifice in Shang- Dynasty Oracle-Bone 

Inscriptions.” International Journal of Chinese Character Studies 1.1: 49-83. 

Shaughnessy, Edward L. (2018). “The Dowager v. the Royal Court: A Ninth-Century BCE Case of Family Law 

Recorded in Chinese Bronze Inscriptions.” Structures of Power: Law and Gender across the Ancient Near East and 

Beyond. Ed. Ilan Peled. Oriental Institute Seminars 12. Chicago: Oriental Institute, University of Chicago. 

155- 69. 

Yao, Alice (2013). “Engendering Ancestors through Death Ritual in Ancient China.” The Oxford Handbook of the 

Archaeology of Death and Burial. Ed. Sarah Tarlow and Liv Nilsson Stutz. Oxford: Oxford University Press. 

581-96. 

Zhang Zhijing (1995). “Changes in Women’s Status as Reflected in Ancient Chinese Law.” In Min (1995), 418-53. 

 
Class 7  Early Poetic Images  
 
Farman, Michael, Grace S. Fong, Emily Goedde, Jeanne Larsen, and Geoffrey R. Waters (2013). Jade Mirror: Women 

Poets of China. Buffalo, NY: White Pine Press. 

Horn, Kristina (2019). “Representing Gender in the Shijing: A Comparison of the Translations of Arthur Waley and 

James Legge.” In Mair, ed. (2019), 10-16.  

 
Class 8  E. Zhou Images 
 
Chan, Sin Yee (2000). “Gender and Relationship Roles in the Analects and the Mencius.” Asian Philosophy 10.2: 115-32. 

Guisso, Richard W. [L.] (1981). “Thunder over the Lake: The Five Classics and the Perception of Woman in Early 

China.” In Guisso and Johannesen (1981), 47-61. 

Lai, Karyn [L.] (2016a). “Close Personal Relationships and the Situated Self: The Confucian Analects and Feminist 

Philosophy.” In Pang-White, ed. (2016), 111-26. 

Raphals, Lisa A. (2002b). “A Woman Who Understood the Rites.” Confucius and the Analects: New Essays. Ed. Bryan 

W. Van Norden. Oxford: Oxford University Press. 275-302. 

Sellmann, James D., and Sharon Rowe (1998). “The Feminine in Confucius.” Asian Culture Quarterly 26.3: 1-8. 

Tan, Charlene (2019). “Challenging Gendered Social Norms: Educational Insights from Confucian Classics.” Asian 

Philosophy 29.3: 264-76. 

Thatcher, Melvin P. (1991). “Marriages of the Ruling Elite in the Spring and Autumn Period.” In Watson and Ebrey 

(1991), 25-57. 

Wawrytko, Sandra A. (2000a). “Kongzi as Feminist: Confucian Self-Cultivation in a Contemporary Context.” Journal 

Chinese Philosophy 27.2: 171-86. 

Wee, Cecilia (2003). “Mencius, the Feminine Perspective, and Impartiality.” Asian Philosophy 13.1: 3-13. 

Weingarten, Oliver (2009). “Confucius and Pregnant Women: An Investigation into the Intertextuality of the Lunyu.” 

Journal of the American Oriental Society 129.4: 597-618. 
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Class 10 Gendered Cosmos 
 
Black, Alison H. (1986). “Gender and Cosmology in Chinese Correlative Thinking.” Gender and Religion: On the 

Complexity of Symbols. Ed. Caroline Walker Bynum et al. Boston: Beacon. 166-95. 

Chao, Tien-yi (2017). “Representations of the ‘Feminine Universe’ in the Laozi and Jane Lead’s Visions of Sophia.” 

International Communication of Chinese Culture 4.1: 75-91. 

Duncan, Taine, and Nicholas S. Brasovan (2016). “Contemporary Ecofeminism and Confucian Cosmology.” In Foust 

and Tan (2016), 226-51. 

Jia, Jinhua (2016). “Gender and Early Chinese Cosmology Revisited.” Asian Philosophy 26.4: 281-93. 

Kinney, Anne Behnke (2014a). “Breaking through Heaven’s Glass Ceiling: The Significance of the Commoner Woman 

of Qi in the ‘Lan ming’ Chapter of the Huainanzi.” The Huainanzi and Textual Production in Early China. Ed. 

Sarah A. Queen and Michael Puett. Studies in the History of Chinese Texts 5. Leiden and Boston: Brill. 351-

76. 

Steavu, Dominic (2016). “Cosmos, Body, and Gestation in Taoist Meditation.” In Andreeva and Steavu (2016), 111-46. 

Wang, Robin R. (2005). “Dong Zhongshu’s Transformation of yin-yang Theory and Contesting of Gender Identity.” 

Philosophy East and West 55.2: 209-31. 

  
Class 12 Gendered Bodies II 
 

Ahern, Emily M. “The Power and Pollution of Chinese Women.” In Women in Chinese Society. eds. Margery Wolf and 

Roxanne Witke. Stanford: Stanford University Press, 1979.  

Cargill, Marie E. Well Women: Healing the Female Body Through Traditional Chinese Medicine. Connecticut: Bergin and 

Garvey, 1998.  

Furth, Charlotte. A Flourishing Yin: Gender in China’s Medical History, 960-1665. Los Angeles: University of California, 

1999. 

Furth, Charlotte (1994). “Rethinking Van Gulik: Sexuality and Reproduction in Traditional Chinese Medicine.” In 

Gilmartin et al. (1994), 125-46. 

Furth, Charlotte (2005a). “Rethinking Van Gulik Again.” Nan Nü 7.1: 71-78. 

Leung, Angela Ki Che (1999). “Women Practicing Medicine in Premodern China.” In Zurndorfer, ed. (1999), 101-34. 

Leung, Angela Ki Che (2005). “Recent Trends in the Study of Medicine for Women in Imperial China.” Nan Nü 7.2: 

110-26. Reprinted in Leung (2006), 2-18. 

Leung, Angela Ki Che, ed. (2006). Medicine for Women in Imperial China. Leiden: Brill. 

Pregadio, Fabrizio (2016). “Creation and Its Inversion: Cosmos, Human Being, and Elixir in the Cantong qi (The Seal 

of the Unity of the Three).” In Andreeva and Steavu (2016), 186-211. 

Rochat de la Vallée, Elisabeth (2007). The Essential Woman: Female Health and Fertility in Chinese Classical Texts. N.p.: 

Monkey. 

Valussi, Elena (2008). “Female Alchemy and Paratext: How to Read nüdan in a Historical Context.” Asia Major (third 

series) 21.2: 153-93. 

Valussi, Elena (2009). “Blood, Tigers, Dragons: The Physiology of Transcendence for Women.” Asian Medicine 4.1: 46-

85. 

Valussi, Elena (2010). “Female Alchemy: An Introduction.” Internal Alchemy: Self, Society and the Quest for Immortality. 

Ed. Livia Kohn and Robin R. Wang. Magdalena, N.M.: Three Pines. 141-62. 

Valussi, Elena (2014). “Female Alchemy: Transformation of a Gendered Body.” In Jia et al. (2014), 201-24. 

Wang, Robin R. (2009). “Kundao 坤道: A Lived Body in Female Daoism.” Journal of Chinese Philosophy 36.2: 277-92. 

Whitlocke, Bronwyn. Chinese Medicine for Women: A Common Sense Approach. Seattle: Seal Press, 1997. 

Wile, Douglas (1992). Art of the Bedchamber: The Chinese Sexual Yoga Classics Including Women’s Solo Meditation Texts. 

Albany: State University of New York Press. 

Wilms, Sabine (2005b). “The Transmission of Medical Knowledge on ‘Nurturing the Fetus’ in Early China.” Asian 

Medicine 1.2: 276-314. 

Wilms, Sabine (2005a). “‘Ten Times More Difficult to Treat’: Female Bodies in Medical Texts from Early Imperial 

China.” Nan Nü 7.2: 182-215. Reprinted in Leung (2006), 74-107. 

Yates, Robin D.S. (2005). “Medicine for Women in Early China: A Preliminary Survey.” Nan Nü 7.2: 127-81. Reprinted 

in Leung (2006), 19-73. 
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Class 13 Gendered Society 
 
Sun Xiao and Pan Shaoping (1995). “Order and Chaos: The Social Position of Men and Women in the Qin, Han and 

Six Dynasties Period.” In Min (1995), 226-69. 

Vankeerberghen, Griet (2014). “A Sexual Order in the Making: Wives and Slaves in Early Imperial China.” Sex, Power, 

and Slavery. Ed. Gwyn Campbell and Elizabeth Elbourne. Athens: Ohio University Press. 121-39. 

Wolf, Margery (1994). “Beyond the Patrilineal Self: Constructing Gender in China.” Self as Person in Asian Theory and 

Practice. Ed. Roger T. Ames et al. 251-67. 

Wolf, Margery, and Roxane Witke, eds. (1975). Women in Chinese Society. Studies in Chinese Society. Stanford: 

Stanford University Press. 

 
Class 14 Han Images 
 
Dull, Jack L. (1978). “Marriage and Divorce in Han China: A Glimpse at ‘Pre- Confucian’ Society.” In Buxbaum 

(1978), 23-74. 

Hegel, Robert E., and Katherine Carlitz, eds. (2007). Writing and Law in Late Imperial China. Asian Law Series 18. 

Seattle and London: University of Washington Press. 

Hinsch, Bret (1998). “Women, Kinship, and Property as Seen in a Han Dynasty Will.” T’oung Pao 84: 1-20. 

Hu, Qiulei (2019b). “In Search of a Perfect Match: Jian’an (196-220) Writing about Women and the Formation of a 

Literati Community.” Nan Nü 21.2: 194-223. 

Milburn, Olivia (2016). “Palace Women in the Former Han Dynasty (202 BCE-CE 23): Gender and Administrational 

History in the Early Imperial Era.” Nan Nü 18.2: 195-223. 

Nylan, Michael (2005-06). “Notes on a Case of Illicit Sex from Zhangjiashan: A Translation and Commentary.” Early 

China 30: 25-45. 

Owen, Stephen (2005). “One Sight: The Han shu Biography of Lady Li.” In Knechtges and Vance (2005), 239-59. 

Raphals, Lisa [A.] (2001). “Arguments by Women in Early Chinese Texts.” Nan Nü 3.2: 157-95. 

Tian, Xiaofei (2009). “Woman in the Tower: ‘Nineteen Old Poems’ and the Poetics of Un/concealment.” Early 

Medieval China 15: 3-21. 

Zheng Xiucai (2014). “From Zuozhuan to Shiji: Changes in Gender Representation in Sima Qian’s Rewriting of 

Stories.” Chinese Literature: Essays, Articles, Reviews 36: 149-74. 

 
Class 16 Mawangdui and Sexuality 
 
Harper, Donald (1987). “The Sexual Arts of Ancient China as Described in a Manuscript of the Second Century B.C.” 

Harvard Journal of Asiatic Studies 47.2: 539-93. 

Harper, Donald (1998). Early Chinese Medical Literature: The Mawangdui Medical Manuscripts. Sir Henry Wellcome 

Asian Series 2. London and New York: Kegan Paul International. 

Harper, Donald (2005). “Ancient and Medieval Chinese Recipes for Aphrodisiacs and Philters.” Asian Medicine 1.1: 

91-100. 

Loewe, Michael (1994). Ways to Paradise: The Chinese Quest for Immortality. Taipei: SMC Publ. 

Pfister, Rudolf (2006b). “The Production of Special Mental States within the Framework of Sexual Body Techniques—

As Seen in the Mawangdui Medical Corpus.” In Santangelo and Guida (2006), 180-94.  

Raphals, Lisa [A.] (1998b). “The Treatment of Women in a Second-Century Medical Casebook.” Chinese Science 15: 7-

28. 

 
Class 18 Liu Xiang’s Traditions of Exemplary Women  
 
Queen, Sarah A. (2016). “Beyond Liu Xiang’s Gaze: Debating Womanly Virtue in Ancient China.” Asia Major (third 

series) 29.2: 7-46. [On representations of Song Boji 宋伯姬.] 

Wang, Robin R. (2006). “Virtue 德 (de), Talent 才 (cai), and Beauty 色 (se): Authoring a Full-Fledged Womanhood in 

Lienüzhuan 列 女 傳 (Biographies of Women).” In Hershock and Ames (2006), 93-115. 
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Class 21 Pu Songling’s Strange Stories and A Touch of Zen  
 

Pu Songling (2017). Strange Tales from a Chinese Studio: Eerie and Fantastic Chinese Stories of the Supernatural. Trans.  

Herbert Allen Giles; Forward by Victoria Baldwin Cass. North Clarendon, VT: Tuttle Publishing, 2017. 

 

Class 22 Ban Zhao and Her Lessons 
 
Idema and Grant, Red Brush, 17-54. 

Swann, Nancy Lee (1932). Pan Chao: Foremost Woman Scholar of China. New York and London: Century. Rpt: Michigan 

Classics in Chinese Studies 5. Ann Arbor, 2001. 

Wing, Sherin (2003). “Technology, Commentary and the Admonitions for Women.” Journal of International Women’s 

Studies 5.1: 42-66. 

 
Class 24 Wei, Jin, North/South Miscellenea 
 
Cheng, Wen-chien (2017). “The Pictorial Portrayal of Women and Didactic Messages in the Han and Six Dynasties.” 

Nan Nü 19.2: 155-212. 

Cutter, Robert Joe, and William Gordon Crowell, trs. (1999). Empresses and Consorts: Selections from Chen Shou’s 

Records of the Three States with Pei Songzhi’s Commentary. Honolulu: University of Hawaii Press. 

Holmgren, J[ennifer] (1986). “Myth, Fantasy or Scholarship: Images of the Status of Women in Traditional China.” 

Australian Journal of Chinese Affairs 6: 147-70. 

Kory, Stephan N. (2016). “Presence in Variety: De-Trivializing Female Diviners in Medieval China.” Nan Nü 18.1: 3-

48. 

Lee, Jen-der (1994). “The Life of Women in the Six Dynasties.” Journal of Women and Gender Studies 4: 47-80. 

Lee, Jen-der (2019). “Women, Families, and Gendered Society.” The Cambridge History of China. Vol. 2: The Six 

Dynasties, 220-589. Ed. Albert E. Dien and Keith N. Knapp. Cambridge. 443-59. 

Lo, Yuet Keung (2004). “Filial Devotion for Women: A Buddhist Testimony from Third Century China.” In Chan and 

Tan (2004), 134-71. 

Pearce, Scott (2009). “Nurses, Nurslings, and New Shapes of Power in the Mid-Wei Court.” Asia Major (third series) 

22.1: 287-309. 

Spring, Madeline K. (2005). “Recollections of a Fleeting Romance: The Wang Jingbo Narrative.” Early Medieval China 

10-11.2: 1-41. 

Tang, Qiaomei (2017). “Divorcing North and South: Gender, Poetry and Politics in Early Medieval China.” Journal of 

the Oriental Society of Australia 49: 50-70. 

Zheng Zhenjun (2017). “Two Modes of Goddess Depictions in Early Medieval Chinese Literature.” Journal of Chinese 

Humanities 3: 117-34. 

 
Class 24 Real Miracles and Fictional Love 
 
Hsieh, Daniel (2008). Love and Women in Early Chinese Fiction. The Chinese University Press. 2008. 

 
Class 25 Early Medieval Poetry 
 
Birrell, Anne M. (1985). “The Dusty Mirror: Courtly Portraits of Woman in Southern Dynasties Love Poetry.” In 

Hegel and Hessney, 33-69. 

Chang, Kang-i Sun, and Haun Saussi (1999). Women Writers of Traditional China: An Anthology of Poetry and Criticism. 

Stanford, Calif: Stanford Univ. Press. 

 
Class 26 Women in Medieval Chinese Buddhism 
 
Schuster, Nancy (1985). “Striking a Balance: Women and Images of Women in Early Chinese Buddhism.” Women, 
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