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ACADEMIC POSITIONS

2008-present. Associate Professor of German Studies, University of Florida. 
Affiliated with the programs in Jewish Studies, European Studies and Film Studies.
2001-2008. Assistant Professor of German Studies, University of Florida.

2000-2001. Instructor for Beginning and Intermediate Level German, University of Michigan. 

1995-1996. Exchange Lecturer of American Literature and Culture, Johannes Gütenberg-Universität, Mainz, Germany. 

1994, 1995, 1997,1998. Instructor for Great Books Program, University of Michigan. 

EDUCATION
University of Michigan, Ann Arbor 

• June 2001. Ph.D. Comparative Literature. 

• April 1994. MA. Comparative Literature. 

Albert-Ludwigs-Universität, Freiburg
• 1998-1999. Fulbright Scholar (German Literature and Philosophy).                  

University of California, Santa Cruz

• 1986-1990. BA. English and American Literature. 

FELLOWSHIPS AND HONORS

• 2023-2024. Humanities Scholarship Enhancement Fund, University of Florida. ($11,000) Research funding award to conduct archival research in Palo Alto and Los Angeles on Robert Frank’s photography collection The Americans for my study No Country for Old Men: Re-imagining California by German Exiles and Emigres
• 2021-2022. Sabbatical award for the academic year. 
• 2018-2021. University of Florida Term Professorship Award (in recognition of distinguished research and scholarship in field of study, $15,000). 
• 2016. Humanities Scholarship Enhancement Fund, University of Florida. ($7,200) Research funding award to conduct archival research on Niels Bohr’s unpublished speeches and notebooks in Copenhagen for From Kant to Kafka: Interstices of Unreason in the Jewish Imagination.
• 2015-2016. Teacher of the Year Award, College of Liberal Arts and Sciences, University of Florida ($2,000).
• 2015. Humanities Institute team-teaching grant with Kevin Knudson for our seminar 2+2=5: Reimagining Literature through Mathematics ($2500).
• 2011. Course enhancement fellowship ($2,500) from the Honors Program for new course: Dark Tourism: Sites of Catastrophe in Travel Literature and Visual Culture.
• 2008 DAAD/Cornell University Summer Seminar Fellowship: Technologies of Memory and the Holocaust.
• 2008 Anderson/CLAS Scholar Faculty Honors (Faculty designated as outstanding by award-winning Honors students, University of Florida).

• 2008 Recipient of Posen Secular Judaism enhancement award ($2,000) for course development, Center for Jewish Studies: Strangers in a Strange Land: Representations of Moses in Germany and the American South.
• 2006. Humanities Scholarship Enhancement Fund, University of Florida. ($8,000)
• 2004. Humanities Scholarship Enhancement Fund, University of Florida. ($7,500)
• 2003 DAAD/Cornell University Summer Seminar Fellowship: Visual Representations and the Holocaust.


• 2003 Anderson/CLAS Scholar Faculty Honors.


• 2002 Anderson/CLAS Scholar Faculty Honors. 

• 2002. Humanities Scholarship Enhancement Fund, University of Florida. ($7,500)
• 2000-2001. University of Michigan Dean's Dissertation Fellowship. 

• 1998-1999. Fulbright Travel Grant. Freiburg, Germany. 

PUBLICATIONS
Manuscripts in Progress
( From Kant to Kafka: Interstices of Unreason in the Jewish Imagination. 
( Encountering the Sirens’ Song: The Rolling Stones on Film from 1968-1972.. 
Monograph

( Sites of the Uncanny: Paul Celan, Specularity and the Visual Arts (Walter de Gruyter Press, 2007).

Articles and Book Chapters

( “Exiles on Main Street: Robert Frank and the Rolling Stones” for the edited volume Transatlantic Songs and Music, ed. Benjamin Hebblethwaite (article abstract accepted for the volume, 2024).
( “‘Cares of a Family Man’: A Father’s Reflections on Odradek and the Holocaust” in On Being Adjacent to Historical Violence edited by Irene Kacandes (De Gruyter, 2022), 1-28.
( “Between Poetry and Prayer: A Kaddish for Paul Celan” in Paul Celan Today – A Companion, edited by Marko Pajević (De Gruyter, 2021), 1-25.
( “Before the Law: The Poetics of Justice in Arendt’s Eichmann in Jerusalem” Norman Goda, ed, Rethinking Holocaust Justice: Essays across Disciplines (Berghahn Books, 2019), 23-47. 
( “From Kant's starry skies to Kafka's Odradek: Walter Benjamin and The Quantum of History” in Sahraoui/Sauter (eds.), Thinking in Constellations: Walter Benjamin in the Humanities (Cambridge Scholars, 2019), 1-27.
( “Reels of Justice: Inglourious Basterds, Sorrow and the Pity, and Jewish Revenge Fantasies” in Robert Dassanowsky, ed, Inglourious Basterds: Approaches and Negotiations (Continuum Press, 2012), 135-162.
(  “The Antigone Effect:  Re-interring the Dead of Night and Fog in the German Autumn,” in New German Critique (Winter 2011), 9-38. 
( “Transgenerational Hauntings: Screening the Holocaust in Gerhard Richter’s October Paintings” in Gerrit-Jan Berendse and Ingo Cornils, eds., History and Cultural Memory of German Left-Wing Terrorism, 1968-1998, (Rodopi Press, 2008), 41-64.

( “Celan’s Cinematic: Anxiety of the Gaze in Night and Fog and ‘Engführung’” in David Bathrick, Bradley Prager and Michael Richardson, eds., Visualizing the Holocaust (Camden House Press, 2008), 185-210.
( Book review of Brett Ashley Kaplan’s Unwanted Beauty: Aesthetic Pleasure in Holocaust Representation in Women’s Studies Quarterly (Spring/Summer 2008), 297-301

( “The Phantom Effect: The Return of the Dead in Gerhard Richter’s October 18, 1977 Cycle” in Karyn Ball, ed, Traumatizing Theory: the Cultural Politics of Affect and Beyond Psychoanalysis, (The Other Press, 2007), 165-200. 

( “Reframing Paul Celan in the Paintings of Anselm Kiefer” in Gail Finney, ed., The Text as Spectacle: Visual Culture in Twentieth Century German, (Indiana Press, 2006): 266-83.

(   “Ghostly Demarcations: Translating Paul Celan’s Poetics in Daniel Libeskind’s Jewish Museum in Berlin” in The Germanic Review, Volume 80, Number 1, (Winter 2005), 28-49. 

CONFERENCES, LECTURES AND INVITED TALKS

( September 2024. From Space Flight to AI: Arendt, Kafka and “The Stature of Man” for the German Studies Association annual conference (paper accepted for conference).
( February 2024. To Arcadia’s Ruins: On the Road with Robert Frank in The Americans, Invited Guest Lecture film studies seminar on Film History after 1960: New Hollywood Cinema, University of Michigan. 
( March 2023. Kafka’s Quantum Creatures for the American Comparative Literature Association (ACLA) annual conference on March 18, 2023 (Chicago) for the panel “Methodologies of Literature and Science.”
( June 2022. Exiles in America: On the Road with Robert Frank and the Rolling Stones for the “The Seventies in Comparison” panel at the ACLA annual conference in Taiwan (via Zoom).  
( March 2021. “Die Sorge des Hausvaters”: Reflections on Kafka and the Holocaust, invited paper for “On Being Adjacent to Historical Violence” conference at Dartmouth College (part 2).
( August 2020. Participant in roundtable discussion for the “On Being Adjacent to Historical Violence” conference at Dartmouth College, hosted by Irene Kacandes (part I). 
( October 2019. “Elegy Interrupted: Lászlo Nemes’s Son of Saul and Paul Celan’s Poetics of Unfinished Mourning” German Studies Association conference in Portland, Oregon.

( April 2019. “Crosscuts and the Anxiety of Influence in A Serious Man”, response to Dr. Samuel Weber in a roundtable discussion on A Serious Man, hosted by the Center of Jewish Studies, University of Florida.

( March 2019. Presented on the film “Hitler’s Hollywood” and led a discussion with the audience at the Hippodrome Theatre, Gainesville, sponsored by the Center of Jewish Studies.
(  February 2019. “Quantum Leaps/Leaps of Faith: Parables of Jewish Identity in the Coen Brother’s A Serious Man”, Invited talk from the Center of Jewish Studies at University of North Carolina, Asheville.

( September 2018. “Between Poetry and Prayer: A Kaddish for Paul Celan”, German Studies Association annual meeting, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania.
( October 2017. “From Adorno’s Sirens to the Rolling Stones: After-Images of Violence in “Gimme Shelter””, German Studies Association annual meeting, Atlanta, Georgia. 
( July 2017. “Physicist on the Roof: The Quantum World of Kafka and the Coen Brothers” (accepted), American Comparative Literature Association conference, Utrecht, Netherlands. 

( April 2017. Roundtable discussion participant with Jan Gross on Jews and their Neighbors in German-Occupied Poland, sponsored by Center for Jewish Studies University of Florida. 
( May 2016. “‘Tell him that I…’: Imagining the Unimaginable in Art after Auschwitz”; invited annual commemorative keynote speech on Yom HaShoah (Holocaust Remembrance Day) to the Jewish community of North Florida at Bethel-The Beaches Synagogue. 
( April 2016. “Searching for Kaddish in Son of Saul” and roundtable participant of the film Son of Saul, Center for Jewish Studies University of Florida. 

( March 2016. “Before the Law: Arendt, Kafka and Eichmann in Jerusalem”, the American Comparative Literature Association conference at Harvard University. 

( December 2015. “From Kant to Kafka: Walter Benjamin and The Quantum of History”, the International Walter Benjamin Conference in Tel Aviv and Jerusalem, Israel. 

( February 2015. “Before the Law: The Poetics of Justice in Eichmann in Jerusalem” at the Writing Retribution: Holocaust Justice and Its Meaning Conference, University of Florida. 
( April 2013. “Walter Benjamin and the Quantum of History” at the ACLA Conference in Toronto. 

( April 2012. “Subverting Hollywood’s Holocaust Paradigm: The New Face of Jewish Cinema” invited talk at University of Miami, the Department of Modern Languages and Jewish Studies. 

( October 2010. “Reels of Justice: Inglourious Basterds, The Sorrow and the Pity and Jewish Revenge Fantasies” invited talk at Duke University, the Department of Near Eastern Studies and Jewish Studies.

( November 2009. “Three Faces of Jewish Vengeance: Alvy Singer, Shoshana Dreyfus and Marcel Ophuls” invited lecture and round table discussion, sponsored by the Center of Jewish Studies at the University of Florida. 
( October 2009. “The Antigone Effect:  Re-interring the Dead of Night and Fog in the German Autumn” German Studies Association Annual Meeting, Arlington, VA. 

( February 2009. “Lyotard, Heidegger and ‘the jews’: Troping the Jew in a Post-Auschwitz Ethics,” at the Posen-Faculty Seminar on Secularization, Judaism and the Political, hosted by the Center for Jewish Studies at the University of Florida. 
• November 2008. “Great Escapes: Houdini, Kafka and the Technology of Jewish Magic,” invited lecture at B’nai Israel Synagogue in Gainesville, Florida. 

( October 2008. “Searching for the Image: Godard’s Sympathy for the Devil and the Politics of Race,” invited lecture for Nora Alter’s graduate seminar on Avant Garde Film, German Studies, University of Florida. 

( July 2008. “Re-inscribing Night and Fog in Films on the Red Army Faction,” DAAD Workshop at Cornell University 

( March 2008. “Rethinking Arendt and Hegel in Kafka’s Metamorphosis,” at the “Metamorphosis: Reading Franz Kafka” Conference at the University of Florida, hosted by Center for Jewish Studies, English and German Studies. 

( March 2008. “From Abu Ghraib to Auschwitz: Representations of Torture in the Contemporary American Horror Film,” invited talk from the German Studies and Jewish Studies programs at the University of Tennessee, Knoxville. 

( March 2007. “The Question of German Guilt: Bernard Schlink’s The Reader” invited lecture at B’nai Israel Synagogue in Gainesville, Florida 
( February 2008.   “Theorizing Anti-Semitism in Freud, Adorno and Arendt,” in the Posen-Faculty Seminar on Secularization, Judaism and the Political, hosted by the Center for Jewish Studies of the University of Florida.

( November 2007. “‘Wenn du deine Augen Schliesst…’: Re-examining Adorno’s Bilderverbot in Eli Roth’s Hostel,” at the "Imaging the Unimaginable: The Iconicization of Auschwitz" conference hosted by the Center for Jewish Studies at the University of Florida. 

( October 2007. Respondent for “Discursive Position of Jews and the Holocaust: The current German Opferdebatte,” at the GSA conference in San Diego, CA.

( March 2007. Participant in roundtable discussion “The Danube: Hölderlin, Heidegger, ‘the jews,’ and the Destiny of Europe,” sponsored by German and Slavic Studies and the Center for Jewish Studies, University of Florida.
( September 2006. Respondent for “Soldiers and Landscape: German Vernacular Photography of World War II,” GSA Conference, Pittsburgh, PA.

( December 2005. “Missed Encounters: Reading Heidegger’s Uncanny through Celan’s Poetics” American Jewish Studies Conference, Washington, D.C.
(  September 2005. “The Phantom Effect: The Return of the Dead in Gerhard Richter’s October 18, 1977 Cycle,” invited talk at the Cultural Memory and German Left-Wing Terrorism conference, Cardiff University, Wales.
( March 2005. “’Read no more—look! Look no more—go’: Anxiety of the Gaze in Paul Celan, Alain Resnais and Daniel Libeskind” invited talk for DAAD conference on Visual Culture and the Holocaust, Cornell University. 

( December 2004. “Celan’s Cinematic: Word and Image in Night and Fog and Engführung” American Jewish Studies Conference, Chicago, Illinois.

( October 2004. “Ethics as an Optic: Anxiety and the Gaze in Resnais’ Nacht und Nebel,” at the German Studies Association Conference, Washington, D.C.

( April 2004. Invited participant in roundtable discussion on Visual Culture and the Holocaust at Cornell University, sponsored by DAAD and the German Studies Department.

( April 2004. “Holocaust Afterimages in the Paintings of Gerhard Richter,” at the Annual Narrative Conference, Burlington, Vermont.

( January 2004. “Ghostly Demarcations: Translating Paul Celan in the Paintings of Anselm Kiefer,” invited talk from the University of Washington, Seattle.

(  September 2003. “’The Phantom Effect’: The Return of the Dead in Gerhard Richter’s October 18, 1977 Cycle,” German Studies Association Conference, New Orleans, Louisiana.
• April 2003. "No one witnesses for the witness": the Ethics of Mourning in Heidegger and Celan,” at the ACLA Conference in San Marcos, California.

• October 2002. “Crossing Lines: Respecularizing the Holocaust in the Works of Felix Nussbaum and Daniel Libeskind,” at the German Studies Association Conference, San Diego, CA.

• April 2002.  “Reframing Freud’s Uncanny in Paul Celan’s Poetry,” at the ACLA Conference in San Juan, Puerto Rico. 
• February 2002. “Waiting for the Word: Heidegger, Celan, Silence and the Holocaust,” at the Apologies: Mourning the Past and Ameliorating the Present Conference, Claremont Graduate University.

•April 2001. “[Re]membering Celan in the Paintings of Anselm Kiefer” ACLA Conference in Boulder, Colorado.

• December 2000."'Witnesses of Another Kind': The Topography of Trauma in Paul Celan and Daniel Libeskind." Modern Language Association Conference, Washington, D.C.

• October 2000. "Thresholds of Pain: Paul Celan's ‘Jerusalem Cycle’ and Daniel Libeskind's Berlin." German Studies Association Conference, Houston, TX.

Web-Based Lectures
•  January 2018. Interviewed by Dr. Andrew Wolpert on Hermann Hesse’s Siddhartha and German intellectual thought for the on-line version of What is the Good Life.

• October 2016. Interviewed by Dr. Ben Hebblethwaite on Franz Kafka and “In the Penal Colony” for the on-line version of the course Introduction to World Literature.
TEACHING EXPERIENCE

University of Florida

Undergraduate Courses Taught in German and Jewish Studies
German 3930/JST 4946: Modern German-Jewish Culture: From Emancipation to Extermination
German 3581/ JST 4946/POS 4931: The Limits of Representation: Europe and the Holocaust 

German 3930/English 4135/JST 3930: Fascinating Fascism: Representations of Nazism In Literature and Film

German 4930/JST 4946: Remembering, Repeating and Working through the Past: Postwar German Literature and Film
German 4970/JST 4946: Kafka and the Kafkaesque 
German 3930/English4135/JST3930: Strangers in a Strange Land: Representing Moses in German Culture and the American South
German/Honors 3930: The Poetics of Justice: Law, Literature and Film
German/Honors 3930: Dark Tourism: Sites of Catastrophe in Travel Narratives
German 4930/Honors 3981: Representations of War in Literature and Visual Culture
German 2001: Modern German Culture and Civilization
German 3930: A Parallel Universe: Reading Literature through Science
German 3930: 2+2=5: Reframing Literature through Mathematics (Team-taught with Dr. Kevin Knudson)
General Humanities Lecture Courses
IUH1000 and IDS1161: What is the Good Life?
IDH3116: The Poetics of Justice: Law, Literature and Film (core course designed for incoming Honors students)

IDS2935: “The Horror, The Horror”: Representations of War and Political Violence" (Quest 1)

IDS2935: War, Drugs and Rock n’ Roll: Reimagining the Vietnam War and the Counter-Culture (Quest 1, accepted spring 2023)
German Language and Composition Courses:

German 1121: Beginning German 2.

German 2200: Intermediate German 2.

German 3402 Wissenschaftsdeutsch (Scientific German).

German Graduate Courses Taught:
German 6730: History and Catastrophe: Travel Narratives in 20th Century German-Jewish Literature
German 6735: Crisis of Memory in German-Jewish Intellectual History and the Avant Garde
German 6900: Reading Kafka/ Kafka’s Readers
German 6930: Mourning or Melancholia: Postwar German Literature and The Holocaust
German 6205: Celan as Reader/Reading Celan: Critical Approaches to Poetry
German 6826: From Antigone to 9/11: Representations of Political Violence and Terror 
German 6900: Remembering, Repeating and Working Through the Past: Postwar German Literature and Visual Culture 
Proposed Courses for the University of Florida:
GET3930/JST3930: Introduction to Jewish Studies (This gateway course introduces JST majors and minors to the fundamental questions and concepts of Judaism. Through the lens of German-Jewish intellectual thought, students will explore how Jewish self-identity, textual traditions and religious practices combine to define Judaism.)
GET3930 and JST3930: The Limits of Reason: Philosophy and the Holocaust (The course examines how philosophers engage with the Holocaust’s legacy in relation to ethical, epistemic, aesthetic and theological questions).

GET3930 and JST3930: What is Anti-Semitism? (The course examines the development of anti-Semitism within a European context, from the Dreyfus case to its resurgence in contemporary history). 

Teaching Abroad:
Jewish Studies: Bridge of Understanding Summer Course: German-Jewish Culture (team-taught with Professor Leah Hochman at the University of Florida and in Berlin, Germany, Summer 2002). 
University of Michigan
• German 232: "Scientific German," Intermediate Level. 

• German 101: "Introductory German" 

• Great Books 201: "Homecomings in Ancient Greek Literature," 

Teaching Assistant for:

• Great Books 191: from Homer to Plato.
• Great Books 192: from Virgil to Boccaccio.
Johannes Gütenberg-Universität, Mainz, Germany
• Exchange Lecturer in American Literature and Culture. 1995-1996.      

• 19th century American Literature.

• 20th century American Literature.

• American Cultural History. 

• German-English Translation.
SERVICES
( Chair of Search Committee for lecturer in German Studies, 2023-2024.

( Review articles for Delos journal, 2023-present.
( Faculty Advisor for the German Club, 2023-present.
( Faculty Advisor for Good Deeds Club, 2023-present.
( External member of advisory board for Center for European Studies, 2021-present.
( Chair of Search Committee for professor of Israel Studies in the Center of Jewish Studies, 2019.

( Member of Search Committee for lecturer position in German Studies 2019.  

( Member of the graduate committee for a new graduate degree in LLC, 2016-present.

( Undergraduate advisor of German Studies, Fall 2023.

( Graduate Director of German Studies, 2011-present. 

( Sabbatical Committee for LLC, 2018.
( Diversity Liaison for Center of Justice Studies, 2017-2020.

( Member of advisory committee in Languages, Literatures, and Cultures, 2015-2018.
( Mentor for Tenure track professor in LLC, 2015-2018.

( Peer review of faculty in LLC, 2010-present.

( Review submitted articles for the journal Word & Image, ongoing.
( Chair of committee to design new required course in World Literature, 2014.
( Chair of the curriculum committee in Languages, Literatures, and Cultures, 2008-2012. 
( Member of advisory committee for Center of Jewish Studies, 2008-2012.

( Undergraduate coordinator for German Studies, 2007-2011.

( Chair of search committee for Italian Lecturer, 2008-2009.
( Member of restructuring committee for Department in Languages, Literatures and Cultures, 2008.

( Department Representative at the Faculty Recruitment and Diversity Workshop, 2006.
( Interviewer for the Fulbright Exchange Committee, Fall 2003, 2004, 2005, 2006 and 2010.

( Member of the Jewish Studies committee on program development, 2004, 2005.

( Member of two departmental search committees in German Studies and Slavic Studies (2006).  

Languages

German, near-native fluency.

French, proficient in reading.

Spanish, proficient in reading.
Member of Recent MA. And Ph.D. Committees

Bahar Aktuna, Architecture 

Samantha Banal, English 
Craig Cieslikowski, English 

Thomas Cole, English
Gareth Hadyk-Deloder, English
Neal Hammond, Creative Writing (MFA)
Rafael Hernandez, English
Jeffrey Jones, History 
Lea Klenke, German

Kaylee Lamb, English

Onur Muftugil, Political Science 
Nicholas Orlando, English

Svitlana Parker, German
Morgen Rich, Music 
Erika Rothberg, English

Craig Sorvillo, History
Emily Theobold, Music
Victor Wing, English
