Department of Languages, Literatures and Cultures
University of Florida
Advanced Amharic AHM 3411
Spring 2017
Instructor: Werede O. Hagos (werede@ufl.edu)
Class Hours: M, W, F: 10:40-11:30 @Ust0103
Office Hours: Monday @3 pm
Office: Grinter Hall 448
Credit Hours: 3

Course Description

Continuation of AHM3410 with increased emphasis on conversational fluency,
comprehension of advanced level grammar, and ability to use Amharic to acquire
information, knowledge and critical-thinking skills through reading authentic Amharic
texts including current newspaper and magazine prose, selected readings from Modern
Ambharic authors, (i.e. novels, plays and poetry), illustrative of cultural life in the
Ambharic speaking society. The course also put more emphasis on argumentative topics,
debates hypothesizing and providing opinion on some issues the instructor might
introduce.

Course Objectives

The main objective is to continue developing communicative skills to enable the learners
to engage in meaningful verbal activities with other speakers of Amharic the social and
philosophical ideas expressed literature and other texts they are reading, watching or
listening. They should also be able to discuss their research projects and conduct
interviews in Amharic with individuals on personal, social and professional topics. It will
also help students to engage in issues that are more complex and explain them to their
audience.



Course requirements

Grading is based on a combination of class attendance and participation, homework,
quizzes, a term project, reading comprehension, oral dialogue, midterm test and final
examination.

Class attendance/participation-----------=-=-=-===-z-m-mmumu-- 5%
QUIZZESHESTS========nmmmmmmmmmemem e e 5%
HOMEWOIrK------=-=nmmmm e 20%
Report on Current Events--------=-==-===-mmmmmmmmmmm oo 10%
Term Projects-----------=-m-mmomm oo 15%
Reading and Oral exercise---------------- - ---10%
Mid term test-------------------mmmomm oo —mmmmmmeee- 10%
Final examination (oral & written) ------------------=mcemvmmuo-- 25%

Text Books: Ethiopian websites and social medias

Week 1

Revision Class

Week 2

House cleaning (Reading passage)

Age and Respect

Greetings during holidays

Week 3

The History of Addis Ababa (Reading passage)
Week 4

Who am 1? (A short essay)
Women and Children

Week 5

Visiting historical sites in Ethiopia



Week 6
Argumentative sentences (Dealing with different debatable issues)

Role-play on topics of interest.
Religion and faith in Ethiopia

Week 8

Discussing Abstract ideas (Mostly Drawn from readings and personal interest topics)
Customary laws, Gender roles and marriage in Ethiopia

Economic and social life in Urban and Rural Ethiopia

Week 9

Solving problems (Dialogue Format, solving problems of different degree of
complication)

Current events

Week 10

Ambharic oral poems of Ethiopian Peasantry

Songs, Dance and Arts

Cultural idioms and sayings

Week 11

Media and communication in Ethiopia

Folklore

Traditional medicine and cultural beliefs of health and wellness

Week 12

Puzzles
Project presentation

Week 13
Reading stories on political and social life of Ethiopians during the 1970’s

Revision



Week 14
Final Exam

Events:

- Classes End: April 19

- Reading Days: April 20-21

- Final Exams: April 22

- Holidays: January 16, Martin Luther King, Jr. Day
March 4-11, Spring Break





